UMOR 
in the Bible 


By Everek R. Storms 


e Bible is not a history book, but it does contain 
» a bit of history. It is not a textbook in science, but 
intains some of the most up-to-date scientific knowl- 
_ It was not written as literature, but within its 
are the world’s greatest literary masterpieces. 

-rtainly the Bible was not written as a book of jokes 
“musing anecdotes, but every once in a while the 
‘er of its sacred pages will run across some illustra- 
or humorous saying that cannot help but make him 
2, 

me after time the writer has enjoyed a good laugh 
n reading the account of the Gospels about the heal- 
of the woman with an issue of blood who came 
nd Jesus to touch the hem of His garment. 

informs us that she had been sick for twelve 


ark 
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years, had “suffered” many things from many physicians, 
and had spent everything she had. In spite of all the doc- oo 
tors she went to, however, she was not a bit better but 


“rather grew worse” (Mark 5:25, 26). 


Luke’s account is somewhat different. Luke, you re- 
member, was a physician himself. Luke does not mind 7 
telling us how long the woman was sick, and that she. 
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had spent all her money going to doctors, but then he a. 
simply adds that they were unable to heal her. He omits. 23 


entirely that with all her treatments she only became Ke 


worse. That is always hard for any doctor to admit. 


Perhaps the most stupid, most foolish, craziest answer a | 


in the Bible is that given by Pharaoh when he wanted | yi 


to get rid of all the frogs that were plaguing him. These * 


frogs, we are told, were hopping all over the royal pal- 


ace, getting into every room, jumping on the beds, and 
even hopping into the bread dough in the kitchen (Exod. — 


8:3, 4). ; 


When Moses asked, “When do you want me to ask i 


God to destroy all these frogs for you?” Pharaoh stupid- 
ly answered, “Tomorrow” (Exod. 8:8, 9). We have never 
been able to figure out why he did not want to get rid 
of them right away. ; 

There is quite a bit of humor in the Book of Job. 


Job’s three “comforters” spent quite a while upbraiding Ky 


him, saying it was his own fault he was sick. Pretend- 


ing to be wise, they said they had figured out the rea- he 


son for his sickness—he must have committed some ter- 
rible sins which had never been confessed. 

Job stood it as long as he could and then came out 
with something like this: “You fellows are quite the 
boys. When you die there won’t be any more brains left 
in the world.” Then he added, “Don’t forget I have a 
few brains, too. ’m just as smart as you are” (Job. 
12:1-3). 

Jesus, with all the seriousness of His heavenly mission, 
was not only divine but also human, and in His human 
nature He must have possessed a sense of humor at 
times. Like all of the world’s great teachers, He some- 
times used humor to get across His ideas to His audi- 
ences. 

More than one person in the crowd probably smiled 
the day Jesus drew the ridiculous picture of the kind 
brother offering to pluck a splinter out of his brother's 
eye when there was a whole plank of timber sticking 
out of his own (Matt. 7:3-5). 

(Continued on page 13) 


Chaplain Niels Carlsen who is a 
_ polio patient, is showing much im 
_ provement. It is expected that he 
_ will be released from the hospital in 
‘rest it is expected that he should be 
ack at the chaplains’ school some- 
_ time in November. His address is AiO- 
3074809, U. S. Air ‘Force, Chaplain 
‘School Office, Military School, Lack- 
ind Air Base, PO. Box 1544, San 
ntonio, Texas. 


‘Dr. Hans C. Jersild was installed 
t. 7, as pastor of Salem Lutheran 
urch, Brooklyn, N. Y., by Atlantic 
istrict president the Rev. Elmer W. 
nderson. 


IBUTE TO BOSTON PIONEERS 
‘By Frances K. Jorgensen 
Many hearts have been saddened 
In learning of the recent deaths of 
wo good members of the Bethany 
congregation of Boston, Mass., name- 
Peter Sorensen, 86 years, and Anna 

‘Sorensen, 75 years. It was God’s will 
to call these dear friends to their 
eternal reward, only two days apart, 
who, until recent years had lived in 
homes adjacent to each other. They 
were brother and sister-in-law, and 
had shared the same faith and church 
nee Bethany’s earliest existence. 
Anna (Sorensen was born in Den- 
ark, and came to this country at the 
@ of 22. She and her husband Carl, 
ho preceded her in death four years 
go, had a deep interest in the church; 
_ were such faithful stewards, and they 
_ proved their friendship many times 
ty befriending others. Anna Sorensen 
was quiet, and her genuine manner 
_ reached into the hearts of many. She 
had an eagerness about her that re- 
flected her deep faith and love. 
After her husband’s death, she 
nade her home with her only daugh- 
er, Magna Engdahl, where she felt a 
real part of the household, and was 
urrounded by love and happiness, On 
her 75th birthday in February, her 
daughter arranged a lovely “Surprise” 
_ party for her mother, and over 100 


‘A 


(Her death came as a shock to every- 
one, as her health had been un- 
usually good this summer. She suf- 
_ fered a heart attack early one morn- 
hy ing, and slept peacefully away a few 
i 
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the middle of October. After a month’s 
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hours later. The suddenness of her 
passing was hard, but as her daughter 
writes, “It is empty without mother, 
but we know she was spared a great 
deal of suffering, and we know she 
was prepared to go.’ Her work on 
this earth came to an abrupt end, but 
she was ready! It almost seemed plan- 
ned, for everything was found in per- 
fect order—even the mending basket 
and crochet bag—empty, as if the 
word “Finished” had been written on 
it. 

There will be an empty place in 
Magna’s home, and she will be missed 
greatly by a devoted daughter, as 
well as (by her husband, Arthur Eng- 
dahl, and grandsons, Arthur, Jr., and 
Roger, but her memory will live on 
for years to come, as an example to 
others. 

Two days later, Peter Sorensen was 
summoned. He was also born in Den- 
mark, and came to this country at the 
age of 20. He was a charter member 
of Bethany Church, having served 
faithfully as president of the congre- 
gation for many years, as well as in 
one capacity or another on the church 
council. For many years he served 
as Sunday School Superintendent, and 
nothing pleased him more than when 
young people visited his home and 
gathered around the piano and sang 
old-time Sunday School hymns. 

It was always ‘Peter Sorensen” 
who welcomed each member or new- 
comer to Bethany every Sunday, and 
his place at the door was greatly miss- 


ed as age and poor health made it 


necessary for him to be confined. Sev- 
eral falls and finally a (broken hip 
caused him to be bedridden. His de- 
voted and only daughter, Esther, made 
all arrangements for his loving care 
at home, until it became necessary 
3 years ago to place him in a con- 
valescent home, where he manifested 
patience and love and witnessed his 
faith to all who attended him. 

His wife, Hanne, preceded him in 
death eleven years, but all who knew 
tnem, recall indelible memories of the 
Christian influence of that home. 
Their greatest pleasure was to share 
spiritual thoughts and discuss God’s 
Word with their guests. 

Peter Sorensen’s strength gradual- 
ly, waned, and he slept away peace- 


_ fully. He leaves to 1 
only daughter, Esther, 


Home, and Salem Old People’s Hot 


+ ee omen 


“What wonderful memories I 
him in our home, particularly — 
beautiful prayers which brought te 
to our eyes. What wonderful p 
God gave me, and I long to mee 
them again by God's grace.” 


29 WOMEN BY BUS TO ELK HOF 
IOWA : i” 

Humboldt, Ia. On Thursday, Oct, 
29 women and 5 men from the Hu 
boldt-Rutland congregations, inclu 
ing Pastor and Mrs. Wesley M. An¢ 
traveled lby Chartered b: 
Elk Horn to visit Elim Chil 


4 


and the Invalid’s Home. 

The party left Humboldt at 8:00 
on a bright sunshiny day that y 
‘perfect for traveling. After hav. 
stopped on the way for our forenooi 
coffee we arrived at Elim at. abe 
11:30 am. After we had looked t 
home over, we enjoyed a delicio 
dinner prepared iby Viola Sanders a: 
Palma Petersen. ig 

When we had rested and visited 
while longer, we drove to the O 
People’s Home where we were gree 
ed by Mr. and Mrs. Allen Hansen, ai 
also ‘Chaplain Henry N. Hansen. 0 
party was first escorted through t 
beautfiul new church in Elk Hot 
Then we were taken through the I 
valid’s Home; and from there over 
the Old People’s Home where we e 
joyed afternoon’s coffee with the o 
folks of the home. After the coffe 
hour we assembled in the beautifi 
chapel for a short devotional servi 
conducted lby Pastor Anderson, Paste 
Henry N. Hansen also spoke briefl: 
extending a warm welcome to ot 
party, and he also told us somethin 
about Salem Home and the “Sales 
Family.” We were told that they ar 
ministering to 130 old people and ir 
valids. There are about 50 full tim 
and part time workers. So the “Salez 
Family” is quite a large family. W 
left a money gift at Elim Home, an 
also one at Salem Home. At 4:00 pn 
we ‘boarded our bus and started bac 
to Humboldt. : 

It was a wonderful day, and a greg 
experience for all of us. Several of th 
ladies remarked on the way home 
“This is a day that we will remer 
ber a long time.” 

(Continued on page 15) 
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ttorials and Comments 


THE A.L.C. VOTES FOR MERGER 


Hay evening, October 8, The American Lutheran 
{, at its biennial convention at Blue Island, II1., 
le decisive vote for the merger of the E.L.C. 
>» U.E.L.C. and itself. The vote was 169 to 11. The 
itions of the American Lutheran Church are much 
than those of the E.L.C. and even those of the 
Es because it is a delegated convention. One 
Land one lay delegate from every 18th congregation 
«ected as voting members. There were 185 voting 
Hs present at Blue Island. 


ebate on the merger took place Monday after- 
t evening of the convention. No opposition was 
against the merger except by one speaker. The 
ms debated were minor ones. . 


had the privilege of attending the convention. 
.L.C. folks are kind and very hospitable. Dr. 
F. Schuh who is president was re-elected to an- 
six-year term. 


mg in on the debate we noticed that the differ- 
tof practise and organization between the merging 

were brought out. The A.L.C. Convention wants 
»xint Union Committee to restudy such problems 
se of the colleges and their ownership. The E.L.C. 
7o types of ownership, synodical and corporation- 
re A.L.C. has only one, synodical. The E.L.C. has 
sed more on credit, whereas the A.L.C. has operat- 
a cash basis. 


we sat and listened and as we fellowshiped with 
ren ibetween the sessions we could not but rejoice 
the fact that we are getting together. We do not 
that everything will be harmonious when we 
, merge. But that is what makes us happy. We 
fet together with all our different backgrounds and 
its. This will cause us to rethink both our theology 
‘ur practise. This. is perhaps the most important 
the merger, which is often overlooked. The king- 
»f God does not thrive on uniformity and conform- 
one. It thrives on ideas. That is one reason why 
sould not worry too much about getting everything 
| a that there should be no problems after- 
. We are sure that there will be many problems 
new church. 


| tendency in our day is to make us conform. The 
-s are under a great pressure as soon as they come 
-om the seminaries. The important thing seems to 
get new members and to raise the budget for the 
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synod. We grant that this is important, but it so easily 
becomes so important for the pastor that he forgets — 
theology. He gets under a pressure striving for success 


in these two things. He does not really study, and his " 


sermons get to reflect this pressure. 


We hope that meeting of many minds in the new 
church may also help to put theology up in its proper 
place. For without theology neither the pastor nor the 
congregation can really thrive. 


1 


But let us get back to the merger. This new church, 3 
which we hope will include four Lutheran bodies, for 


we hope and believe that the Lutheran Free Church 


_ will find a way to be with us too, will have about 2,400,- \ 
000 baptized members by 1960. We are better than 2,000,- 
000 now. If we gain 4% every year till Jan. 1st, 1960, _ 
we should have about 2,400,000. Aa 


It has been interesting to watch the three conventions i, 
that voted for the merger this year. The E.L.C. and now 
the A.L.C. The merger has had very little opposition. — 
The lay people seem especially eager to have the mer- 


ger consummated as soon as possible. The lay people 
at Blue Island spoke out in favor of the merger time 


and again. When some point was debated, some lay- — 


man would also ask for the floor and ask, if this would 
delay the merger. 


Dr. Schuh introduced President Theo. I. Jensen of 
our Trinity Seminary at Wartburg, Dubuque, Iowa. 
Both Jensen and Schuh spoke happily about this move 
of Trinity. 


The editors of the church papers of the three bodies 
will soon get together and plan a series of articles a- 
bout the new church iy order to prepare the members 


uy 


for the merger. We will try to look at the merger as — 


it will affect us from every: possible angle. 


INVITE TO A CUP OF COFFEE AND CALL 
THE POLICE 


In a Spanish radio broadcast by a Roman Catholic 
priest this advice was given about the Protestants: “Next 
time any one wants to speak to you about the Bible, 
you may invite him to have a cup of coffee and you 
may call the police while you make it.” 


This shows the difficulty under which the few Span- 
ish Protestants are working in Spain. It also shows the 
tendency of the Roman Catholic Church whenever it 
becomes a majority church. 


(Continued on page 13) 


‘TIME TO EXAMINE 
THE RECORD 


We recently asked a congressional 
- candidate what was making the big- 
gest impression upon voters. “My op- 
; -ponent’s voting record,” ‘was the 
v. ef “prompt reply; “I would estimate that 
z= 4 one voter in ten knows what his con- 
__gressman has been doing on the im- 
-_ portant roll calls. All I have to do is 
to mention two or three votes on other 
roll calls. That is enough to shock 
: my opponent’s supporters.” This may 
have ibeen an extreme case. It in- 
_ volved a representative who had re- 
cently expressed a warm interest in 
the refugee program of Church World 
' Service. The fact was that this repre- 
sentative had voted against the Refu- 
gee Relief act of 1953 and for the 
-McCarran-Walter Immigration bill in 
- 1952. In this case, the party label had 
_ meant nothing. The representative is 
a Republican but did not follow the 
administration’s policy when voting on 
the Refugee Relief act. Voters who 
_ examine candidates’ complete voting 
record are almost certain to find some 
surprises. The party whips seldom se- 
cure a straight party division on im- 
portant legislation. The complete rec- 
ord, of course, is not easy to unearth. 
It can ibe dug out of dusty copies of 
the Congressional Record, which is a- 
__vailable in many libraries. Trade or- 
ganizations, the Farm Bureau, the un- 
ions and other groups publish a record 
of the actions in which they are es- 
re - pecially interested, usually ten or 
_ twenty bills, and usually covering only 
the last two years. The National Con- 
gressional committees of the Demo- 
_ cratic and Pepublican parties issue 
booklets listing what they regard as 
the important votes in the House and 
_ the Senate. Party divisions:are shown 
for each action listed, and there is a 
space for writing in the yes or no 
_ votes of the senator or representative 
in whom the voter is interested, His 
record is provided in a supplement. 
If you can’t locate a copy of this 
record in your neighborhood political 
headquarters, it may be secured by 
writing to the National Congressional 
Committee in Washington. If you 
_ want the record of a Republican, write 
to the Democratic National Congreés- 
sional Committee, and vice versa, men- 
tioning the name of the incumbent 
in whom you are interested. 


—Christian Century 


~ Church News from here and there 


SCHOLARS REPORT NEW 
INTEREST IN LUTHER 


Decorah, Ia—A new interest around 
the world in Martin Luther, 16th cen- 
tury Protestant reformer, was report- 
ed by three scholars who began a 


lecture series at Luther College here 


looking toward the school’s centennial 
in ‘1961. 


They are Dr. Roland H. Bainton, 
professor at Yale Divinity School and 
author of a (Luther biography, “Here 
I Stand;” Dr. E, Gordon Rupp of the 
University of Manchester, England; 
and Dr. Warren Quanbeck, professor 
at Luther Theological Seminary, St. 
Paul, Minn. 


Dr. Bainton said Roman Catholic 
scholars in 'Germany are “showing a 
new respect” for Luther. But he ex- 
pressed regret that “while common 
ground is being found in Europe” some 
Catholic journals in this country are 
renewing attacks on Luther. 


The Yale theologian presented a de- 
tailed account of a conference attend- 
ed Iby 100 Luther scholars this sum- 
mer in Denmark. 


He credited the Swedes, rather than 
the Germans, with now doing the 
“most systematic and constructive” 
theological studies on Luther. England, 
he reported, has “discovered” Luther. 


WILLIAMS COLLEGE 
COMMEMORATES HAYSTACK 
PRAYER MEETING 


Williamstown, Mass.—Honorary de- 
grees were conferred by Williams Col- 
lege upon Secretary of State John 
Foster Dulles and two clergymen in a 
special ‘convocation commemorating 
the sesquicentennial of the historic 
Haystack Prayer Meeting on the cam- 
‘pus. 


Honored in addition to Mr. Dulles 
were the Rev. Alford Carleton of 
Boston, executive vice-president of the 
American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions, and the Rev. Lu- 
ther R. Fowle, Williams ’08, who serv- 
ead as a missionary under three dif- 
ferent regimes in Turkey. 


President James P. Baxter III of Wil- 
liams also awarded certificates of com- 
mendation to each of (142. alumni of 
the college who, as a minister or mis- 
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of 1806.” 


In 1806, five Williams stidentm 
ing refuge under a haystack fro| 
sudden thunderstorm, dedicated tr 
selves to spreading the Sosa ee 
eign lands. 


That meeting led a few years } 
to the formation of the Ameli 
Board—the first U.S. foreign miss 
agency. The Haystack Prayer 
ing is commemorated by a 12- 
monument on the college campus.| 


PRIVATE CONFESSION 
GAINS 


confession 
Germany has been gaining adher 
rapidly, according to recent repe 


leading advocates of the practise ¢ 


ing the recent Kirchentag at Frankf 
Confessional booths set up for pas’ 
to hear confessions of persons atte 
ing the rally proved inadequate, v 
long lines often ‘waiting their turn. | 


In 1952 the general synod of | 
United Lutheran Church in Germi 
(VELKD) went on record appro 
revival of individual confession. 
urged pastors to be ready to hear 3 
fessions and to give absolution. Luthei 
teaching has never outlawed priv 
confession before communion, but 4 
left it optional. It has rarely been pr 
tised. 


; 
Last month the Rev. Henry Schiek 
pastor of large Paul Gerhard Chu 
in ‘Stuttgart, announced that individ 
confessions will be heard in the chu 
every morning from 7:30 to 8:30. Ot] 
churches were expected to: adopt si 
ilar schedules. Superintendent He 
Encke of Cologne proposed that Rhit 
land congregations set up committ 
to “solve the problem in co-operati 
with theologians."—The Lutheran 


SOUTH AFRICA 
ASKS FOR TROUBLE 


The deadly virus of racial intol 
ance was being pumped into the bloc 
stream of South Africa by the buck 
ful this year. A thundred thousa 
nonwhites in J ohannesburg were t 
they must sell their properties | 
what they can get, and move oul 
make room for whites. 


In the Northern Transvaal the g¢ 
ernment ordered 10,000 people to me 
from fertile land where their tri 
has lived 200 years so whites can ha 
their farms. It.is the Mamathola tri 
of the Letsitele Valley which has be 
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EA ocosed removal,” the tribes- 
aid, “is that we are competing 
neighboring white farmers in 
oduction and marketing of fruit 
egetables. a 


jong nonwhites ordered to move 
Johannesburg are 22,000 colon- 
pak India. Many have ea 
jops. They must start their lives 
in an undeveloped a Nes 
sla, 22 miles from the city. 


~roes and Mulattoes in six areas 
Be city must move by next Aug. 
td others will have until Aug. 3, 
The South African government 
‘at complete separation (apart- 
_of the white and colored races. 
—The Lutheran 


‘EE AND RESPONSIBLE 
RCH PRESS 


“a free and responsible 
“h press” was urged on the an- 


move. “The ‘only reason — 


i bod 
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nual assembly at Tes! Moines, Ia. of 


the International Convention of Dis- | 


ciples of Christ. 


Harold E. Fey of Chicago, editor of 
The Christian Century, undenomina- 
tional 'weekly, suggested that the body 
be modeled on the Hutchins Commis- 
sion on the Freedom of the Press 
which conducted a study of the secu- 
lar press. He said it should “appraise 
and report annually on the health, per- 
formance and needs of the religious 
press.” 


“We need more work upon the 
standards of performance of the press,” 
Mr. Fey said. “We should strive to 
make more effective our whole ap- 
proach to communications so _ the 
church could really speak to the soul 
of the nation. 


“We should do this not as an exer- 
cise in virtue but as a means of sur- 
vival. 'We must develop a keener con- 
cern over suppressions of informa- 
tion that may occur in church or pub- 
lic agencies.” 


THE LIVING WORD 


By Luther A. Weigle 


Some printers’ changes 


1 Timothy 2.9 the King James 
slators wrote “that women adorne 
elves in modest apparell, with 
nefastnesse and sobrietie.” The 
tthus appeared in 1611 and for sixty 
= thereafter. Then, as one of vari- 
printer’s changes, the word 
efac’dness” appeared. Its spelling 
changed to “shamefacedness” in 
, and this has been kept to the 
ent day. The change is unfair to 
King James translators, for the 
H which they used, “shamefast- 
~ referred to character, while 
mmefacedness” refers to appearance. 
_ may be accused of failing to af- 
to pwomen their full place in the 
of the Church, but at least he did 
‘require them to go about shame- 
ly. 
5 published in 1611, 1 Corinthians 
read: “I think that God hath set 
1. us the Apostles last, as it were 
“oved to death.” In 1616, the word 
»yroved” was replaced by “appoint- 
and this has remained. The Cam- 
ge Paragraph Bible of 1873 re- 
od “approved,” but its example 
not followed by others. The Re- 
1 Standard Version has, “like 
sentenced to death.” 


In 1 Corinthians 12:28 the 1611 King 
James Version had “helps in govern- 
ments.” But the Greek text does not 
support the “in,” and it was deleted 
in 1629 and thereafter. 

In the King James Version of 1611 
the second half of Mark 10:18 read: 
“There is no man good, but one, that 
is God.” Beginning with 1638, this was 
changed to read: “There is none good 
but one, that is, God.” 

A literal translation of the Greek 
(John 14:6) is “I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life.’ The 1611 
King James Version omitted the first 
“and,” reading “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life.” In 1638 the miss- 
ing “and” was inserted, and it was 
retained in further printings until 
1817, after which it was dropped again. 
The revised versions, from 1881 on, 
restored it. 

For a careful study of the changes 
in the successive printings of the King 
James Version, see the book fby F. H. 
A. Scrivener, entitled The Authorized 
Edition of the English Bible (1611), 
Its Subsequent Reprints and Modern 
Representatives. This was published 
by the Cambridge University Press in 
1884, and is still in print and on sale. 
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church press was free only to express — 
what official church boards wanted it 
to say but this had changed somewhat — 
in recent years so that “in many ¢ 
cases the church press shines as an 4 
example of responsible freedom.” 


“But unless it is free to take posi- a 
tion on controversial matters, is en- ik 
couraged to learn and tell the truth 
even though the truth hurts 
good people, and is allowed to pub- 
lish that which the conscientious judg- _ 4 
ment of trained journalists believe — 
ought to be published,” Dr. Fey said, a 
“the church is crippled in its own — a 
right arm. a 


some — “sf 


“Christians ought to insist that their — 
right to know be respected. The work 
of the kingdom of God is not a con-— is 
spiracy. It should be done in the open.) a 
We should have no secrets from one ae 
another in the work of the church. e. 

zt 

“When we conduct our operations of oy 
communication on the basis of the ys 
liberty that is in Christ, we shall be ~ 
more effective, more interesting, and — 


more essential to the body of Christ.” _ 


The Christian Century editor spoke : 
on “The Ministry of Christian Ji one 
risvoo ks 


Noting the substantial increase in 
the amount of space given to religion 
by newspapers he said this is “a great 
opportunity for Christian service and 
more of our young people should be 
helped to see it as such.” 


¥. 


“Nearly a third of our daily news-_ 
papers today have special editors as- 
signed to report religious news,” Dr. — 
Fey said. “A third of these devote full 
time to the job, and most of the others 
give half their time to it. IN many ~ 
of our larger cities there is a church ~ 
editor on every paper. This person is — 
no longer a cub reporter but a re- 
sponsible editor. : 


“Four years ago there were 474 such © 
editors listed in the Editor & Publish- 
er Yearbook. The number has increas- 
ed each year since then.” 


He stressed that religious journalism 
is important and “deserves support and 
promotion by Christian people” for 
three reasons. He listed these as (1) 
“because it is primarily concerned with 
events and ideas bearing upon man’s 
nature and destiny,” (2) because “the 
life of the church loses its vitality un- 
less Christians in all walks of life 
know facts concerning the persons and 
institutions of religion,” and (3) be- 
cause “it is committed, openly and 
explicity to encouraging the operation 
of religious and moral principles in 
all personal and social relationships.” 
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| BELIEVE 


| _ Millions of people are off to church every Sunday— 
some because they really want to worship God; others 
because it is good to be seen at such a reputable place 
or to appease a restless conscience. All stand together 
_and confess the ecumenical creed and say: “I believe. 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth. And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; 
. . I believe in the Holy Ghost; The Holy Christiay 
Church, the communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of 
ins; The Resurrection of the body; And the Life ever- 
asting.” 
This I believe! The Confession of Faith is a glorious 
art of our worship service. But what do I mean when 
_ say that I believe? Because I believe thus, am I to 
e a different sort of person? 
A. Parents, when they bring their children to the bap- 
tismal font, confess that they believe in the Triune God. 
They confess their belief as stated in this Apostles’ 
reed, a summary of the Christian teachings from the 
Holy Scripture. They make a most solemn promise 
before God and their respective congregations that they 
ill rear their children in this faith. In many cases the 
‘promise is soon forgotten; seldom do they darken the 
doors of the church. What do you mean when you say 
_ you believe? Can you believe and still not believe? 
Perhaps it is too easy for us to “believe” today. Had 
we lived during the early Christian centuries of perse- 
cution, would we so readily have said, “I believe!” For 
years Christians were hunted in cave and forest; they 
were burned, thrown to wild beasts, put to death by 
every torture cruelty could devise. The Apostle Paul 
made three rugged missionary journeys because he be- 
lieved; finally he lost his life because of that belief. 
Many of the prophets and apostles were ridiculed be- 
cause of their belief. But that didn’t stop them. They 
pressed on. Today we often leave such people alone. We 
think there is no hope for them and they might hurt 
the church! It’s not hard for most of us to believe today. 
But to believe honestly and fervently in Jesus Christ 
is the greatest privilege on earth. Actually you believe 
because the Holy Ghost has given you the power to be- 
lieve. “I ibelieve that I cannot by my own reason or 
strength believe in Jesus Christ my Lord, or come to 
Him; but the Holy Ghost has called me through the 
Gospel. . .” To believe is not man-made; it is God’s 
gift to you. as 
To say you believe may affect you in different ways. 
_ Your heart may swell with joy because you can believe. 
Or a tear may trickle down your cheeks because God 
has had mercy upon you and has given you power to 
believe. Or you may thoughtlessly and perhaps care- 
lessly say you believe with no thought at all of what 
you are saying. 
It is a most serious thing to say, “I believe in the Tri- 
une God.” And God is very serious in His belief in us. 
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By Gerhard J. Nygaard _ 


Else He would not have sent His only-bego 
to redeem, restore and reconcile us. He gave 
might have life. He gave that we might not wi 
darkness but in the light of Life, 
Every time you enter the church for worsh 
say, “I believe.” Because “you confess with yo 
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart th 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. F 
believes with his heart and so is justified, and he 
fesses with his lips and so is saved.” Romans | 
You confess with your lips but do you also belie 
your heart? a 
You cannot truly say you believe with your he. 
still remain the same sort of person you are. 
you believe you may have to change many of 
ways. You may have to curb a hot temper which 
causes you to say things that you afterwards r 
You will have to pledge complete honesty in your 
ness dealings. You may have to give up many luz 
in order that the work of the Kingdom will not be 
pered by lack of funds. You will have to trust 
above all else. You will fear Him more than you 
sickness and calamity. You will love Him more 
father, mother, child or wife. 7 
Because you believe you will see the need of the 
thing needful. You will sit often at the feet of. 
hearing His Word. An occasional visit to your ¢ 
won't suffice. Because you believe you will attend 
ship services regularly regardless of inconvenience 
other plans. You will serve Him to the best of you 
bility in every nook and corner where service is 
, You will pray for there can be no communion be 
Father and child without this daily intimacy. Prayer 
daily meditation will become your means of persol 
contacting your God. You will listen and act wher 
speaks to you through Word and Sacrament. 
Because you believe you will surrender your 
life to Him. This isn’t easy because we think hig’ 
ourselves and our accomplishments. You will be a f 
steward of all possessions, knowing that all has ¢ 
from Him. Someone has said that Christian steward 
is what you do after you have once said, “I belie 
You will therefore surrender and use all His gift 
well as yourself to His honor and glory. 4 
You will take up your cross and follow Him wher 
He may lead. He may lead you to a foreign land to 
others of that belief. Or He may place you on af 
or in an office or classroom and there receive your 
ness and service. He may lead you into the valley of 
shadows or into the halls of joy and gladness, — 
wherever He leads, you will go confidently, kn 
that your step will be sure as long as you follo 
Light of lights. 4 
He will lead you to His cross where He suffered 
(Continued on page 13) 
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he meeting room of the Mission Society was one of 
most pleasant in the church and all of the ladies 
a justifiable pride in its furnishings. They had been 
cted with utmost care. The chairs were comfortable, 
one did not grow tense and weary from sitting long 
rs on rickety, ill-fitting chairs. Against the soft green 
he walls the floral draperies had a “homey” look 
ich encouraged the ladies to friendly visitation. And 
scilla, the president, was careful of details so that 
re was always a table for the secretary and an open 
dow. 


Seer 4 


Hard to have an open mind in the meeting without 
open window,” she would say, laughing as she open- 
two windows where they would do the most good, 
hout creating a draft for any individual. 


~nd it was Priscilla’s idea to arrange the chairs in- 
mally, not in stiff, stern rows like a courtroom. She 
s sure it helped the ladies to voice their opinions in 
business session, and not wait until they were on 
ir way home from the meeting. 


“hus it was that when Mrs. Hard Worker rose to her 
t every one in the room could see her face. She had 
idea to present to the Society. It was about time, 
thought, for them to have a rummage sale. Styles 
re changing radically and since most of them had 
mty of old clothes they no longer wanted, why 
wldn’t they have a big rummage sale? She didn’t 
lly know, but she guessed they would make just 
ds of money. And they could always use money! 


?riscilla smiled at the speaker, then looked at the 
ads tightly folded in her lap. My, she did wish the 
men had more of the spirit of the New Testament 
irch. It had been such a joy to give then. The church 
1 never been in need, all its needs had been supplied. 
d they hadn’t needed sales or suppers or raffles then! 
, the people of God had supported the church of God 
th their own free gifts. 


[here was a little stir as Priscilla spoke. “Thank you, 
ar. Would anyone like to speak on this matter?” 


‘Well, I don’t know how much money we would make, 
t a rummage sale is always good for a laugh. Some 
the stuff brought in must be left over from the Ark! 
, pardon me, Mrs. Noah, I just mean . . . I wonder 
0 would wear those old-fashioned dresses. None of 
would wear them.” 


[he smiles were general now, led by Mrs. Noah’s 
9d humor. She never did mind their jokes about the 
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The Fourth in a series of W.MLS. Articles, 


by Eileen Jorgensen. 


ark, although Pastor Noah would tell anyone—at 1 
drop of a hat—just how many cubits long it was ; 
how long it had taken him to build it. And, of co 
they were all mighty glad God had given them 
wonderful means of salvation. | 


Dorcas rose to her feet. Still beautiful, with the 
less grace of the gazelle (as her name suggested), s 
was a woman whose beauty of face was exceeded o 
by ther beauty of character. For her good deeds were 
known to all the members of the Mission meee He 
soft black eyes looked around the room. 


“It’s very true,” she said, “that we have more cloth 
than we really need. And it does seem very foolish fo 
us to keep them hanging in our bulging closets unt 
they have grown moldy and old-fashioned. I supp: 
we're all guilty of buying hastily and foolishly, bu 
for one have several nice warm coats and dresse 
will never wear again.I assume the same to be true 
you. And, of course, there’s the clothing outgrown b 
the children. No doubt we could make a sizeable con 
tribution of good used clothing.” 


“But, ladies,” her black eyes were sharper now. “Does 
it seem right to use our abundance for our own ends‘ 
Could we not gather together this clothing, repair and — 
remodel it for those in need? Why, when I think of th 
widows I know right in this very town who are having — 
a desperate struggle to clothe themselves and their fam: 3 
ilies, I wish we had stacks of clothing here right now!” : 


Mrs. Noah nodded her approval. “Yes,” she said. “W 
ought to remember our own needy ones as well as the 
annual appeal for clothing for Lutheran World Relief. 
All kinds of good, usable clothing for children and 
adults is needed to keep our brothers and sisters a- 
round the world from. freezing next winter.” 


The discussion was brisk now. And before long it was — 
settled that the ladies of the Mission Society would “do” — 
their closets that very week, bringing to the church all — 
of the clothing they didn’t actually need. It would be 
fun to repair and remodel and pack it for the needy. 

Priscilla smiled at the thoughtful Dorcas. 


“Would you act as chairman of that committee, Dor- 
cas, please?” 


“Pll help,” said Mrs. Hard pee, “Tt will be more 
fun than a rummage sale anyway.” 


Wisconsin District Convention 


By Cornelius K. Hansen 


The Wisconsin District of the U.E.L.C. held its 59th 
bi ‘i annual convention September 13-16 at Neenah, Wis- 

_ consin, with Our Savior’s Lutheran Church and its pas- 
- tor, Rev. Paul G. Rasmussen, as hosts. 


Be All meetings and services of the convention were held 
if in the beautiful new church, which had recently been 
completed and dedicated. All of us were impressed with 
fe. the beauty, the churchly architecture, and the practica- 
| bility of the entire plant. Both church and parish house 
have many desirable features which are well suited to 
the present day needs of church work. 


The central theme of the convention was “Certainty 
in Christ.” The following messages were delivered in 
connection with this theme: “Certainty of the Way” by 
Pastor N. B. Hansen, “Certainty of Reconciliation” by 
ca _ Pastor ‘Carl Wildrick, “Certainty of Our Missions” by 
es Pastor William Larsen, President of Synod, “Certainty 
of the Word” by Pastor Cornelius Hansen, and “Cer- 
tainty of the Life” by Pastor Robert Hansen. The mes- 
sages by the pastors emphasized the solidarity of God’s 

_ truth and the absolute reliability of salvation through 
___ Jesus Christ. 


Pastor Lawrence Siersbeck, Secretary of Synod, gave 
a presentation of “Lutheran World Federation—Its 
_ History, Accomplishments, and Program.” Prof. Theo. 
I. Jensen, Dean of Trinity Theological Seminary, spoke 
on “Trinity at Wartburg.” The W.M.S. speaker on Sat- 
_urday evening was Pastor Alf. M. Kraabel of the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council Division of American Missions. 
a The visit to the convention of our Synodical President, 
Pastor William Larsen, was much appreciated. In a 
a meeting with the pastors, he shared some of the prob- 
lems with which we as a synod are confronted. His mes- 
sage to the general convention assembly was felt as a 
helpful contact between synod and district. 


The concluding speakers at the convention on Sunday 
_ morning were Pastor E. R. Andersen, who addressed 
__ the Sunday school, and Pastor Karl J. Wilhelmsen, who 
__ delivered the sermon at the worship service. 


During its business transactions, the convention voted 
a gift grant of $1,500.00 for the rebuilding of St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Saxeville, which had been destroy- 
ed by fire caused by lightning. 


The development of the Shadow Lake Retreat on the 
beautiful lake-front property at Bethany Home was dis- 
cussed at considerable length. The District voted a con- 


Wisconsin adopts lower budget because of the 


Synod taking over home missions, 


tribution of $1,000.00 from the balance in its treasur 
the development of the retreat area. A similar am 
of $1,000.00 was also granted by the District W 
for this same project. 


The following resolution was adopted with regard 
the Bethany Home for the aged: 


“Whereas there seems to have arisen a need for cl 
ification of the relationship between the Wisconsin I 
trict and the “Bethany Corporation,” therefore be it 
solved that the following statement be adopted. 


1. ‘The Convention understands that the sole respc 
bility for management and development of the Beth: 
Home and the Shadow Lake Retreat Area rests w 
the Bethany Home Corporation’. 


+ 

2. ‘The Convention urges that the Corporation p 
ceed with both phases of this Mission according to 
own judgment’. 


3. ‘The Convention recommends that the congrega 
invite the Corporation to come into the parishes oa 
District and present its cause’.” 


The treasurer’s receipts from the congregations in 
District the past year were $8,320.00. The budget for ¢ 
coming year, however, was set at a considerably loy 
amount because of the change in financial support 
the home mission congregations within the District. ] 
to May 1, 1956, the Wisconsin District supported al : 
its own congregations needing any mission aid. “ 
financial support of congregations in need of such ¢ 
has been taken over by the Home Mission Board of ¢ 
Synod. 


The budget seh for the new year 1956-57 is 
follows: 


Lutheran Welfare Society ...................1 
Wisc. Lutheran Student Foundation 
Shadow Lake Retreat Development 
Pastors’ Travel—Convention 
District Board Travel 
Convention Reports 

Miscellaneous 
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The District officers for the coming year are: Preside 
Pastor A. S. Petersen; Vice President, Pastor E. R. / 
dersen; Secretary, Pastor Thorvald Hansen; and Tr 
urer, Mr. Walter Koller of Racine. 


PAY ON A MONTHLY BASIS 


By E. ‘A. Pedersen 


ur months have gone into the pages of history, never 
He recalled, since our Annual |\Convention of Synod was 
at Cedar Falls, Iowa. Many things happened at that 
ric meeting, but one of the major issues that con- 
‘us as a church is the annual budget which was 
ted for 1956-57. Everyone is aware that the sum is 
tiderably more this year than it has ever been before, 
that the increase in our membership was not as great 
e increase in the budget. In this budget are items that 
» become sacred responsibilities for us as Christians. 
Lord’s work is great, and it must also be a sound 
mess venture, 


pr some years I have observed that many of our con- 
tations have had a tendency to feel that all benevolences 
uld Ibe kept in the local treasuries until the last months 
Ihe fiscal year, and then sent in a lump sum to the 
idical treasury. 


wonder what would happen if these same congregations 
other monies in the treasury till the end of the year: 
pastor’s salary, bills for utilities, and repairs, etc. These 
isregations would {be in all probability worshipping in 
ld, dark church, without benefit of clergy. If it is there- 
> so necessary to pay the utilities each month as they 
se due, and to pay the pastor’s salary, is it not also 
yortant to use our money as it is needed so that our 
ble church can function as it should? 


believe that almost all our churches are using the 
“ble envelope system. If this is the case, why cannot each 
-rch treasurer send a check each month to the treasurer 
iour synod so that it will be possible for him to pay bills, 
aries, and other items of expense. It does not seem good 
kiness to compel our treasurer to borrow money at the 
k while the needed money is drawing little or no in- 
lost in the local congregations’ bank accounts. Even if 
igregations can send only $50.00 a month or less, the 
received will be quite impressive when they are 
iltiplied by 20 or 50. 


lost individuals would find it very hard to make a sulb- 
mtial contribution to the work of the congregation if we 
MH to do it in one lump sum; we therefore divide our 
Hts into ‘weekly or monthly contributions, and do not feel 
- benevolences a burden. I wonder if congregations that 
ve difficulty in meeting synodical and district obliga- 
‘ns would not find it practical to divide the amounts into 12 
mthly installments. Thus at the end of the year they would 
d their quota paid, and we would all come to our annual 
vention knowing that our budget had been balanced. If 
“s were done it would not be necessary to be reminded 
my times during the year that Synod is far behind in 
seipts for the work of God’s Kingdom. In this matter it 
important for us as Christians to be faithful and true 


“wards. 


From our annual report these figures are gleaned: We 
-ve 185 sources listed. Of these 128 met or oversubscribed 
sir quotas to Synod; 57 did not quite meet the goal. I 
amly ‘believe that if each congregation would contribute on 
e monthly basis, we would reach our goal each year; we 
s5uld be able to meet each synodical obligation at the 
‘oper time; and we would all have the joy of fulfilling 
ir just and sacred obligations to the Lord. 


THE WEEK AT DANA. 


your midcontinent college 


LYCEUM SERIES BRINGS DRAMA, LECTURE 
AND MUSIC TO COLLEGE AND COMMUNITY ‘4 7 

The Lutheran colleges of America serve not only as 
educational centers for young students from coast to — 
coast, but in almost all cases they have also developed _ 
as cultural centers for surrounding communities. This | 
is true of Dana College. The first part of October adults 
most of them teachers from schools in the area, enroll- — 
ed for college credit evening courses. In mid-October 
volunteers from Burt and Washington counties sold tick- 


ets to the 1956-1957 Dana College—Community Lyceum — 
shi 


ty 


Series. These special programs are a means of sharing 
with citizens of this area the cultural heritage of the — 


academic community. oe 
Irish actors, a historian, a soprano soloist and a boy 
choir have been engaged to appear in this year’s series. 


Readers of The Ansgar Lutheran in eastern Nebraska 


and western Iowa who wish to secure tickets may write 
to the Dana College Business Office. iA 


The first to appear are Dermot McNamara and Helens 


. 


fering vignettes from the theatre of Ireland. The two — 
ft 
players from Dublin’s Abbey Theatre will present scenes — 


Carroll, brilliant young Irish actor of stage and TV, of- 


from well-known plays, including “The Importance of. 
Being Earnest” and “Pygmalion,” on November 2. 


On December 10 Dr. S. E. Gerard Priestley, leader in 
international education, historian and world traveleaam 
will speak on the topic “Struggle for Power in the — 
Near East.” British-born Dr. Priestly has traveled widen , 
ly in that area. 


January 30 brings to Blair the soprano Julia Rahameaa 
who has “the power to thrill, the unteachable and price- 
less ingredient of the born artist,” according to a Chicago 
music critic. She has concertized and sung oratorio roles 
throughout the Middle West and has appeared as so- 
prano soloist with the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 


The fade program in the series will be in March. Her- 
bert Huffman will direct the famed Columbus Boychoir 
in a concert here. Of this musical organization the Bos- 
ton Daily Globe said, “Cherubs without wings. The 
timbre varies from flute-like to the sound of the reed 


instruments. It is clear, pure and delightful.” 


‘ From the Land of the Rising Sun 


Saga, Japan 


Here on my desk is a box full and spilling over with 
kind greetings for Christmas, for my birthday, and for 
Easter too! There are also letters and gifts that I have 
indeed been happy to.receive. 


This spring has been such a busy time, with so many 
xtra things so there has been very little time to spend 
t my desk. In only two months time I have had as 
many and more overnight guests as I usually have had 
a full five-year term. We have extended our Ogi 
_ Kindergarten facilities so as to take in all the children 
_ of pre-school age in our district of the town. (In past 
years we have had to turn away even as many as 50 
hildren.) This called for extra meetings to attend. The 
urch members helped most faithfully, even with mak- 
g the foundation, which is done by pounding stones 
into the ground. The leaders of the town, some of whom 
are former graduates of our Kindergarten, spent much 
time and effort to help us get a piece of land adjoining 
our property so that we could build our annex and still 
have plenty of playground left. 


_ We had quite an exciting thing happen in Ogi a few 
days ago. At six o’clock one evening news was brought 
_ to our Kindergarten that one of our three-year-olds was 
lost—they feared he had been kidnapped. Everyone 
_ searched and the police were notified. His description 
and the time he was missed was broadcast over the 
radio. Within 24 hours he was found. A thirty-year-old 
“woman had been visiting in Taku, a neighboring town. 
She had gone to Ogi to see a picture at the theater, and 
- while there, this little boy whose home is a cake shop 
_ vight next door had wandered in. She had picked him up, 
and before long he had gone to sleep on her lap. Later 
_ she said that he was such a darling that she just could 
not part with him and had taken him with her to a 
hotel in Taku that night. It was not until the following 
afternoon, when she was about to take the train back 

to her home in Nagasaki, that she was questioned. My, 

but it was a happy father I met that night when I stop- 
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ped by to rejoice with them over the safe return of t 
little boy! Jan. ) 


Trouble never seems to come alone; Even befo re 
knew that the boy had been found, we were at 
Prefectual Hospital here in Saga to watch and to J 
for one of our fine Christian women of our Ogi Chu 
She ‘had successfully undergone an operation th e 
before when suddenly she was on the point of d 
When the pastor and I arrived, every one was — bi 
checked to find the right type of blood for a tran 
sion. Fortunately with this she rallied enough for 
second operation. There were six women from the cht 
there already. We remained until late that night 4 
the exception of about an hour when we all wen 
my house near the gate to get a bit of supper. TH 
hours in the big hall outside Mrs. Seto’s room brou 
us all very close together as our hearts were united 
prayer for our dear friend. At ten o’clock we fin; 
left with the doctor’s assurance that Mrs. Seto at p 
ent was out of danger. Since then I have been th 
almost every day for a wee visit. It has been a joy 
see her slowly improve and to hear how God is u 
her as a witness to her doctors and nurses. She is” 
only Christian in her family. We are praying with ] 
that through this serious illness her husband and c 
dren may learn to know the love of God and His 3 
changing mercy. 4 


Just a word about my Dad to those of you who k 
him. He is remarkably well and exceedingly busy. * 
will be 82 this year in October. Besides his teaching 
the Bible School and preaching weekends, he is bu 
writing. His book, Theopneusteia, The Bible’s Testimo 
Concerning Itself, has just been published here in Jap: 
He is busy with the next one. 4 

Thank you again for remembering me. Please C 
tinue to pray for the work of God’s Kingdom in 
land too. There are so many things that hinder. 
we know that the Lord is with us, and that His TQ 
shall not return to Him void. Thank you for all that y 
have done in the past to help us. Please continue wit 
out getting tired. God bless you! 3 
With sincerest of greetings and 

of wishes, ; 
Maya Winther 


(Arrangements for our mission letters are made 
the Synodical Women’s Missionary Society.—Ed.) 


Pmibols of the Christian Church 


THE SYMBOLS OF THE APOSTLES 


Only a blank - shield! 
That is all that the church 
can bestow on Judas. 
There is no symbol ter- 
rible enough to depict his 
woeful deed. His candle- 
stick has been removed 
from the Twelve; his place 
another has taken; noth- 
ing remains but an empty 
shield, the tragic remind- 
er of his faithlessness. 


as Is Iscariot: 


;, alone, seems not to have been a Galilean. His name, 
Jas Iscariot, would seem to indicate that he came 
m, the Judaean village of Kerioth. 

i) 
uike the other eleven apostles, Judas was selected 
m among the mass of disciples that followed Jesus 
- special training and leadership. In each of the twelve 
sus must have seen a latent potential which when in- 
ired by the Holy Spirit could be uniquely significant 
the proclamation of the Gospel, but when perverted, 
uld become terrible instruments for evil. Each was a 
tential martyr; each a potential betrayer. Eleven of 
em, though they varied in comprehension and will- 
sness, responded to the Son of God and yielded their 
ills to His. Only one, the man named Judas, consis- 
ntly resisted the appeal of His Master. 


Jesus gave to Judas a position of trust, making him 
2eper of the bag. Here Judas might have excelled, but 
sre he fell. Greed filled his spirit: Money became 
s passion. Grudgingly he beheld others receive what 

» craved. The Master Whom he followed went not the 
ay of power and wealth and prestige but the way of 
eekness and poverty and humility. This was the way 
.at Judas would not go, against which his spirit rebell- 
j. And so the chosen one of Christ became the in- 
rument of Satan betraying His Master with a kiss to 
arn a paltry handful of silver. He who possessed real 
romise was now hopelessly lost—Judas, the son of 


erdition! 


PLEASE 


Please send news items from your local league 
and district to your youth editor. Others like to 
know what you are doing.—J.W.N. 


Of all the apostles, Ju- 


_ by living with a sister or brother pre takes deligh 


Under One Roof 


By Howard Clark 


Probably the greatest single source of grief to 
parents is the fact that their children don’t get alo 
with each other. Boys consider the little brother “ 
along” and try to get rid of him. Or they pick on 
sister, making cutting remarks about her looks, c 
her “bird legs” or “pin-cushion Pauline.” Too often 
argument doesn’t end with names, but in violent 
agreement. 

Why not better conditions? You've got to. live wi 
your family. Why not learn how? A little clear thi 
ing will help. In the first place—there are going to 
differences between you and your brothers and si 
ters. You're different people. That’s a big help. Nott i 
would be more monotonous than a world peopled v 
robots. 

Besides, did it ever occur to you that living with som 
one who doesn’t agree with you might be the best tl 
that ever happened to you? In some parts of the wo 
men wear hair-shirts, with the hair inside, so they 
learn to be patient. How much better to learn patie 


tantalizing you! 

Sometimes more results from getting along with y: 
brothers and sisters than you ever thought possibl 
Don Vick’s older brother, Jim, was practicing shot 
between the rows of orange trees. Big-brother-like 
wanted younger brother to bring the shot back to - 
Don could have said, “Carry it yourself.” 


He didn’t. He helped his brother. He became interest 
ed in shot put. He began seeing what he could do wi 
it, And now he ranks fifth highest of the nation’s shot 
put men. His best record is 57 feet, 5 inches. All be 
cause he was willing to help his brother! 


The pattern of relationship that you set at home you 
will carry with you all the rest of your life. As you — 
treat your mother and sisters some day you will treat it 
your wife and secretary. ike 


(From the forthcoming book, For Fellows Only, to b sd 
published by Zondervan.) : 


A BIT OF JAPAN 


Maya Winther’s letter came to me on a beauties 
sheet of stationery. The paper was long-fibered, its edges i 
rough-torn. Delicately printed across the entire page 
was the silhouette of a leafless tree. Here was a bit of 
the beauty and artistry of Japan. Here again was my 
little boy impression of Maya Winther who visited my 
Sunday School many years ago wearing the kimono 
and sandals of a far away land. Here was the call of 
Christ from Japan.—J.W.N. 


el THE IDEAL AMBASSADOR 

 -He held the lamp each living day 

_ So low that none could miss the way, 

And yet so high to bring in sight 

___ That picture fair of Christ, the Light, 

ms That gazing up, the lamp between, 
_ The hand that held it was not seen. 


He held the pitcher, stooping low, 
To lips of little ones below, 


_ They drank; the pitcher then between, 
_ The hand that held it was not seen. 
ero” 


(a That trembling sinners need not fear, 
_ And then with louder note and bold, 
_ To storm the walls of Satan’s hold; 
. The trumpet coming thus between, 
The hand that held it was not seen. 


* And when our Captain says, “Well 

done, 

_ Thou good and faithful servant, come, 

‘Lay down the pitcher and the lamp; 

_ Lay down the trumpet; leave the 

ey camip!? 

fen Thy weary hands will then be seen, 
- Clasped in His hands, with naught 
al _ between. 


—World (Christian Digest 


NO ROOM FOR 
BROAD-MINDEDNESS 


The preacher is sometimes accused 
of being narrow-minded because he 
insists upon the Christian’s forsak- 
ing all to fellow Christ. 

oF But all of life is narrow, and suc- 
cess is to be found only by passing 
_ through the narrow gate and down 
the straight way. 

af There is no room for broad-minded- 
ness in the chemical laboratory, Water 
is composed of two parts hydrogen 
_ and one part oxygen. The slightest 
_ deviation from that formula is fonbid- 
den. 

There is no room for broad-minded- 
hess in music. There can be only eight 
__ hotes in an octave. The skilled director 
will not permit his first violin to play 

_ even so much as one half of a note off 

the written note, chord, and key. 
_ There is no room for broad-minded- 
mess in the mathematics classroom. 
Neither geometry, calculus, nor trig- 
onometry allows any variation from 
exact accuracy, even for old times’ 
sake. The solution of the problem is 

either right or it is wrong—no toler- 
ance there. 

There is no room for lbroad-minded- 
ness in biology. One varying result out 
of a thousand experiments will invali- 
date an entire theory. 


ie BY THE FIR | | 
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There is no room for broad-minded- 
ness on the athletic field. The game 
is played according to the rules, with 
no favors shown for charity’s sake. 

There is no room for broad-binded- 
ness in the garage. The mechanic 
there says that the piston rings must 
fit the cylinder walls within one- 
thousandth part of an inch. Even be- 
tween friends there cannot be any var- 
iation if the motor is to run smoothly. 

How, then, shall we expect that 
broad-mindedness shall rule in the 
realm of religion and morals? 


—Emmanuel 


AS I GROW OLD 


God keep my heart attuned to 
laughter 
When youth is done; 
When all the days are gray days, 
coming after 
The warmth, the sun. 
Ah! keep me then from bitterness, 
from grieving, 
When life seems cold; 
God keeps me always loving and be- 
lieving 
As I grow old. 


—Author Unknown 


EVANGELISM IS LOVING PEOPLE 


The primany cause for failure in 
evangelism is a lack of expectant love. 
We get concerned about evangelism 
as evangelism rather than about peo- 
ple as people. True evangelism is 
never a duty nor a programme. The 
shepherd looking for lost sheep is 
not fulfilling a duty. A mother pray- 
ing for her erring child is not meeting 
an obligation, A Church declaring 
God”s judgements to the people is 
not just obeying a call. A friend shar- 
ing his friendship with Jesus is not 
simply discharging a responsibility. 


The (Church’s attempt to escape from. 
its evangelistic responsibility is again 
and again the result of seeking to 
dodge the issue of the Cross. 


Evangelism is the work of the whole 
Christian community, the whole con- 
gregation, by all that it does and says 
and is. It is bringing the truths of the 
Gospel to bear on the torments of the 
world. It is maintaining the pressure 
of the Gospel wpon the world, so that 
the solution of every human problem 
may ibe worked out under that pres- 
sure by the people whose job it is. 


Dr. D. T. Niles 


ESIDE 


MINOR REVENGE ; 

Some jeweler was treated to a 
prise, unmelodious concert one n 
A friend writes that he waited in 
car while his 13-year-old son v 
into the jewelny store to pick yy 
repaired watch. Baek 

The ‘boy waited impatiently — 
the clerks served all the adult 
tomers. Finally, the youngster | 
served. t F 4 

“What took you so long in th 
Butch?” asked his father. 

“The clerks waited on every] 
in the store before me,” the boy 
swered, “but I got even.” — 

“How?” 

“While I was waiting, I wound 
every alarm clock I could find,” q 
boy grinned happily. “It’s going t 
a mighty noisy place at 7:30 o’clo 

—The Postage S 


A DYING CHURCH , 

The story is told of an artist 
was engaged to paint the picture 
dving church. Those who commiss: 
ed him anticipated that he would 
tray a ramshackle old structure \ 
broken windows, set in the midst 
a neglected court overgrown wi 
weeds. yi 

Instead the artist painted a’ pictu 
of a stately building with expensi 
art-glass windows, a considerable e 
panse of richly carved wood, a hig 
pulpit, and comfortable pews, In t] 
foyer, on a conspicuous corner of t 
wall, a box was fitted. Across tl 
front of the box were the words, “F% 
Missions.” Over the little opening d 
signed to receive the contributioi 
was a cobweb. 

There is a profound truth und 
neath the artistic satire. A chure 
may be meeting in a glorious Goth 
cathedral and yet be in the throes ¢ 
death. The actual life of a church eat 
not be measured by the building 
which the people meet, The marks ¢ 
decay are upon a church which ca 
ries upon its soul no burden becau: 
of the world’s need. 

—The Arkansas Bapti 


“Isn’t he too fast for you my dear 
asked one girl of another. : 
“He is pretty fast, but I don’t thin 
he’ll get away,” replied the first. 


Salesman: ‘I’ve been trying to s 
you for a week. When may I have . 
appointment?” 

Executive: “Make a date with m 
secretary,” 

Salesman: “I did, and we. had 
swell time, but I want to see you.” 


ber 22, 1956 
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HUMOR IN THE BIBLE 
(Continued from page 1) 

course when Jesus used humor He had a definite 
ipse in so doing. He stressed the importance of per- 
hee in prayer when He gave the disciples the pic- 
of the man who managed to get to bed early for a 
#Ze—only to be awakened at midnight by a barrage 
ngs on the front door (Luke 11:5-7). 

, the Bible is no ‘book of jokes; but the people who 

in Bible days were just as human as you and I, 
iit is only to be expected that once in a while we 
Id run across a few things in its pages that are 
what of a humorous nature.—Gospel Banner. 


I BELIEVE 


(Continued from page 6) 
. He will take all your sins and shortcomings and 
them to His cross. He will give you the assurance 
you have been forgiven, that your salvation and 
®s are pinned upon the merits of that cross. But 
you will have to admit your shortcomings; you 
with a contrite heart confess your sins, your in- 
yoetence and inadequacies, that you are a lost and 
Hemned creature. You will have to leave your merits 
works behind and take up the merits and works of 
ist. But He will lead you farther. He will point your 
3 to a heavenly home that has not been made with 
an hands. All this for you who believe! 
pecause you believe, life must be different. Are you 
willing to say you believe if it means all this? Of 
ise you are since it means life and salvation for you. 
tlizing this you see that your confession cannot be 
idly and without meaning. Your confession may 
made with faltering and trembling lips. Even though 
must pray, “Lord, I believe, help Thou my unbelief,” 
miracle has taken place. A soul believes. Another 
ll for the Kingdom of God because, “I believe.” 
Text Sunday when you confess the creed and say, 
5elieve,” make your confession honestly, prayerfully 
reverently. It really matters. It matters not only 
time but also for eternity. “Believe in the Lord 
us, and you will be saved.” Acts 16:31. 


SO MUCH IN SO LITTLE SPACE 


. traveling man, a Christian, was packing his suit- 
e one day when he was about to go on a journey. He 
1arked to a friend, who happened to be in the room 
h him: “There’s still a small, empty space left in the 
, but I’m saving that for a guidebook, a lamp, a mir- 
a book of poems, some old letters, a hymn book, a 
rp sword, and some books of history.” 

Ridiculous!” ejaculated his friend. “It can’t be done. 
ve only got about three square inches of space.” 
Yes, I can do it,” the traveler said. Then he placed 
Bible in the empty place.—The Pilgrim. 
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“LET THERE BE LIGHT” “s 

By Jean Dudley . 

Most beautiful, most clean, of all A a 
The Lord has made, is light. "a 


“He covereth himself with it, 
as with a garment white,” 

And through His sunshine warm and strong 
sustains all life with power, 

Lays shifting colors on the hills, 
and tints each slender flower. 


Stronger than sunshine is His love, 
purer than gleaming air. 
His is that Light in which there is 
no darkness anywhere, 
Life-giving, life-sustaining light 
that heals the mind and soul. 
Shine in, O Lord, and purify! 
Remake us clean and whole! 
—Watchman Examiner 


EDITORIALS AND COMMENTS 
(Continued from page 3) 


This makes us think of a conversation we had recent- — 
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Pasay 
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ly on the train with a man about 30-35 years old. He 


had been a Lutheran, and he said that he had been 
active in the Lutheran Church. He had even been 
a deacon. Then he married a Roman Catholic girl and 
ioined her church. Now they had eight children, and 


he said he was going to Chicago to get a better job. 


“It takes a pair of shoes every week for those children,” _ 


he said. 


When we got to talk church and religion we soon dis- 


covered that he had become truly indoctrinated by the a i 
Roman Church. He maintained there was no truth at — 
all in the statements of Roman Catholic persecution — 


of Protestants 


in South America. And everything was _ 


fine in Spain. He said the Protestants there suffered no 


more than the Roman Catholics in the Scandinavian 


Lutheran countries. We said that the Roman Catholics ~ 
were absolutely free to exercise their faith in these coun- 


tries. But he said they were not. His attitude really © 


amazed us. 


“It is much better in the Roman church. There you 
have no problems. My mother belongs to a Lutheran 
church. They have had difficulty deciding where to 
build a new church. In our church the priest takes 
care of all those things.” 


Yet he was not a happy man. He did not have a hap- 
py faith, and the did not like when we said to him, “I 
am sure that now and then you miss the Lutheran 
teaching with its freedom.” 
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ee 
Rev. M. Bollesen of Ebenezer | 


, Audubon, Iowa, has resigned. 
ns to move to Blair, Nebraska 


n, Calif. Immanuel  Luth. 
, Rev. O. V. Magnussen, pastor. 
ioneer members have recently 
away. They are Mrs. Mary Nel- 
nown as Mrs. Brorson. She 
e last charter member of the 
ation, Andrew Pilegaard also 
away. He was the first baby 


ia, California. Pella Lutheran 
1, A. Husted-Christensen, Pastor. 
[Lutheran Church observed its 
rally day on September 30 
it program during the Sunday 
} period, church’ worship and 
1 a cooperative dinner follow- 
an afternoon of games on the 
lawn. The Sunday School pro- 
:ncluded three numbers by the 
m of the primary department. 
hristensen addressed the chil- 
dso reading them a letter receiv- 
an African young man whom 
tnday School has been support- 
- eight years, and who is now 
luate mission pastor. The Sun- 
*hool will “adopt” another child 
toort. An offering was taken for 
Missions. 


he morning worship Pastor 
fsnsen’s topic was “Is Your Re- 
Adequate?,” and the choir, un- 
new director, Robert Nielsen, 
A Life In God” a cappella. 


Rev. Fred Jacobsen of Albert 
Minnesota, will conduct meetings 

a November 11 to 18, inclusive. 
‘vangelism Committee organized 
- ago to promote the Preaching- 
ing-Reaching Mission is function- 
| the interest of Pastor Jacobsen’s 
gs. 


Pastor Christensen was chap- 
and counsellor for a week in 
at Mount Cross Bible Camp in 
anta Cruz mountains. 


VA DISTRICT CONVENTION 
sreth Lutheran Church, Coulter, 
was the host of the Fifty-ninth 
1 convention of the Iowa Dis- 
September 6-9, 1956. It was an 
ing experience to sit in the sa- 
sss of Coulter’s new church and 
spiritually fed and challenged 
e speakers and business of the 
ntion. Pastor Jack Jacobsen and 
sngregation should be congratu- 
for the Christian hospitality that 


in the congregation 68 years | 


“was Le leg ‘to a the Aaerstel and i? 


pastors who attended the convention. 


The convention was called to order 
by our District President, Pastor C. 
M. Videbeck, Atlantic, who brought 
the message on Thursday evening. His 
‘stress was the dimensional world in 
which we live, but that the Christian 
must always depend upon iguidance 
and strength from the Almighty God. 
Under his direction the convention was 
efficiently conducted, and the strain 
of convention fbusiness was often light- 
ened by his bits of humor. 


Friday morning after fellowship 
with God and man at the Communion 
Table of the Lord with Pastor V. R. 
Staby, Kimballton, preaching the con- 
fessional sermon, we entered into the 
first business session of the conven- 
tion. Greetings were brought by Pas- 
tor Jacobsen, and the mayor of Coul- 
ter. The Rev. Paul Boe, Executive Di- 
rector of the Lutheran Welfare So- 
ciety of Iowa, and the Rev. Donald 
Hetzler, Executive (Secretary of the 
Towa Lutheran ‘Campus Mission, 
brought greetings and information a- 
bout their fields of service. Mr. How- 
ard Petersen, Falmouth, Maine, trea- 
surer of the ‘Alantic District, was in- 
troduced and brought a greeting from 
our friends in the east. Then the pres- 
ident welcomed Trinity Seminary to 
the soil of Iowa. As we all know Trin- 
ity is now located on the campus of 
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, Iowa, 
of the American Lutheran ‘Church, and 
the president of Trinity, The Rev. T. 
J. Jensen, gave a greeting and spoke 
later about the moving of Trinity to 
the Wartbung campus. 


Business was as follows: 


1. Pastor Clarence Jensen, Elk Horn, 
was reelected vice president. Mr. P. 
John Petersen, Cedar Falls, was elect- 
ed treasurer replacing Victor Petersen, 
Walnut, who declined to accept the 
office. Mr. Harvey Thomsen, Coulter, 
replaced Merle Hagedorn, Royal, who 
also found it impossible to serve again. 


2. The total district budget adopted 
by the convention was $11,392.00. This 
amount is needed to continue the sup- 
port of the Storm Lake building pro- 
gram, Okoboji Bible Camp, Iowa Lu- 
theran Campus Mission and student 
work in South Dakota, district Luther 
League work, partial support for the 
Choir of Religion at the University of 
Iowa, plus other necessary district 
work This amounts to $1.25 per con- 
firmed member. 


3. It was also agreed at this conven- 
tion to adopt a supplemental budget 
for the Lutheran Welfare Society of 
Iowa. In the past each congregation 
supported work of the Society by their 


own donations, but it has been recom: 
mended that the district office now 
sign quotas, and to encourage the sup- 
‘port of the same. This supplemental 
budget amounted to $8,558.00, which 
is $1.00 jer confirmed aanibed 


4. At the invitation of Bethany Lu- 
theran ‘Church, ‘Spencer, the next di 
trict convention will be held there 
the fall of 1957. 


We had a reminder of the comin 
merger with the presence of Dr. Alvir 
(Rogness, president of (Luther Semi- 
hary, St. Paul, Minn., who spoke 
‘the ministerial meeting and to the 
\general convention on Friday evening 
The Iowa WMS met on Saturday af- 
ternoon at a well attended meeting 
and there they heard reports of t 
great work they are doing in tt 
district. The Bible Camp corporation f 


also gave a report on the activities: q i 


of our Bille Camp and that progress — 
is being made in the purchase of lake- 
shore property. 


Sunday was devoted to the preach- 
ing of God’s Word and to Christian — 
4ellowship in the House of God, and 
‘as one left Coulter, you were thankful 
for the Christ whom you worship and 
serve. 


HOUSEKEEPER NEEDED 


LeRoy Grammes, a member of Trin- — y 


ity in Norwalk, California, is in need 
of a Housekeeper, having lost the 


NOL 
‘peat 


wife a year ago by death. One who — 
would love to care for the younger _ 
children and who likes to cook, is — 
needed. Room and board plus salary. _ 


Address; 12817 El Moro Ave., Norwalk, | 
Calif. 


FOR SALE 
Pews and other church furniture in 


fair condition. Write or call Ingvard — 


Skobo, Blair, Nebr. Phone 2376. 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 
Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 
Blair, Nebraska 
H. Lyle Guyer P, V. Hansen 
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FOLDING 
~ BANQUET 
TABLES ¢€ CHAIRS 


Direct 
Prices & 
Discounts 
To CHURCHES, SCHOOLS, ry 
INSTITUTIONS 
Wy, The Monroe Company 
414 Church St. Colfax, fowa 
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Edited by Paul C. Nyholm 


_ The new edition is like a big Christmas package, full of surprises and beau- 
 iful gifts. It is a wonderful present to give to those who read Danish. 

168 richly illustrated pages with eae from authors, poets, artists and 
Ee ee DOSers. 


An English section contains: . 


President Wm. Larsen: True Unity 

Pastor H. Petersen: To All the People 
Missionary H. Rilber: Pioneering in India 

R. Jacobsen: God’s Hand (drawing) 

Norman Jensen: Studying in Japan 
Missionary A. Morck: I Know the Conductor 
Prof. Paul Neve: Ps. 46 (musical composition) 
Editor V. Hansen: Danish Heritage 

Janet Buehring: Danish Culture 


ONLY ONE DOLLAR, POSTPAID 


_ Be among the first to see this beautiful new edition! 
Order today from: : 
LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Blair, Nebraska 


ic _ EVERY HOME SHOULD HAVE A 


CHILD'S CHRISTMAS CHIMES 


Edited by Marilyn Jersild 

This year’s CHILD’S CHRISTMAS CHIMES con- 
tains interesting stories, legends, poems, and songs, 
all centered around the Babe in the Manger and the 
spirit of love which fills our hearts each year at 
His birth. Also included are a group of children’s 
prayers, stories of great men who wrote Christmas 
music, and a Christmas Service for the whole fam- 
ily to take part in around the Christmas Tree. 

Order a copy of “iChild’s (Christmas Chimes” at 
once for your children so that they may prepare 
themselves for the true Christian meaning of the 
Christmas season. It will enrich every child’s con- 


Dansk Nytaar 1957 


a ae es ception of Christmas, 
nee Price: 50c each plus 10e postage 


Send order to: LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 
Boy. 200 South 5th Street 


{ iene aoe Nebraska 
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Program for Church Women 
W.M.S. of U.E.L.C. 

Here is a group of programs f 
have been written for “Wo : 
Groups.” 

For those women of the church 1 
meet regularly and are cca 
spiritual refreshment, “By the Riv 
side” will supply program mate! 
for their needs. q 

“By the Riverside” contains p 
grams for general use or special s 
sons. It is 8% x 5% inches in size w 
56 pages and scenic cover in color. 
is punched with three holes for 
in a three-ring (binder. Paper cove 

Price: 75¢ 


DAY BY DAY WITH JESUS 


A Calendar for Family and Privai 
Devotions aq 

By Dr. E. R. Bertermann — 
1957 Edition = 

A Bible-centered calendar, pr: 
ed on ‘both sides in LOOSE 
form. The messages are new, t 
and practical. Equivalent to a b 
of 730 pages, the sheets are contain 
in a newly designed and styled ; 
ceptacle which either may be hu 
or stood with a self-contained ea 

DAY BY DAY WITH JESUS ¢ 
many years has been used by the 
sands as the basis for their calves ie 
votions. 

After use, the leaflets can be 
tributed to shut-ins, mailed to frie: 
or distributed in missionary work. 

Size: 4% in. x 5% in. x 1 in. Pa 
in gift box. : 

Price $1.75 
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